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Enforcement Practices

COMPLIANCE CHECKS
a.k.a. – Sting Operations

• Underage buyer
• Purchase made
• Clerk charged
• Criminal violation

Art. 2B Sec. 12-108 
$1000 &/or 2 years



Enforcement Practices

PARTY PATROLS

• Checking known locations
• Tip lines
• Random patrols
• Develop suspicion
• Gain entry
• Controlled dispersal

Prom Patrol



Enforcement Practices

DUI ENFORCEMENT

• L.E. Training
• Project Extra Eyes



Enforcement Practices

EDUCATION

• Law Enforcement
• Retailers
• Public

• Parents
• Youth



Challenges

• Code (civil) infractions
Prevents searches

• CL 10‐114 – Possession by person under 21

Limits court actions
• $500 maximum fine

Inadequate/inconsistent penalties
• Retailer vs. adult buyer



Challenges

• Possession vs. Consumption Law
CL 10‐114 ‐ “An individual under the age of 21 years may not possess or have under the 

individual’s charge or control an alcoholic beverage…”

CL 10‐123(b) ‐ "Alcoholic beverage" has the meaning stated in § 21‐903 of the 
Transportation Article

TR 21‐903 ‐ "Alcoholic beverage" means a spirituous, vinous, malt, or fermented liquor, 
liquid, or compound that contains at least 0.5% alcohol by volume and is
fit for beverage purposes.

Webster’s – “liquid for drinking, esp. other than water”



Challenges

• Admissibility of Evidence
Odor of an alcoholic beverage

Near beer may produce an odor

Traditional Evidential Test
Violator seldom transported

Timeliness of test

PBT Admissibility
TR 16‐205.2 ‐ (c) Use of results of test.‐ The results of the 

preliminary breath test …may not be used as evidence by 
the State in any court action…Any evidence pertaining to a 
preliminary breath test may
not be used in a civil action.



Opportunities

• Criminal Sanctions
– Permit search warrants
– Demonstrate seriousness of violation
– Reduce dismissals

• Anti‐Consumption Laws
– Permit enforcement when not holding product

• Stricter Sanctions for Buyers, Sellers, and 
Users
– Demonstrate seriousness of offense

• Deterrent



Opportunities

• Better Merchant Education
– All clerks and servers

• School Alcohol Education
– Effects and outcomes

• Driver’s Ed Alcohol Education
– Expand current level of training

• Mandated Actions by Educational Institutions
– 2003‐2004 there were 510 UAD arrests on MD campuses and 4,586 

campus disciplinary referrals


