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Maryland State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council
Maryland State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council meeting minutes
Wednesday, June 15, 2011

3 pm – 5 pm

Attendees: Gray Barton, Office of Problem Solving Courts; Lori Brewster, Appointee; Laura Burns-Heffner, SDAAC; Kate Dailey, DBM Designee; Tom Cargiulo, ADAA; Ann Geddes, Appointee; Kim Kennedy, Appointee; George Lipman, District Court Appointee; Patrick McGee, P&P; Patricia Miedusiewski, MHA Designee; Glen Plutschak, Appointee; Larry Simpson, DHCH Designee; Deborah Weathers, DHR Designee; Larry Dawson, ADAA; Lynn Albizo, MADC Designee; John Winslow, Public, Crystal Horshaw, ADAA staff support, Marjorie Rosenswieg, consultant, and Dr. Joshua Sharfstein, DHMH Secretary and Chair, SDAAC
1. Introductions and remarks - Dr. Tom Cargiulo, ADAA Director
2. The approval of minutes - Dr. Cargiulo.
3. Strategic Plan Progress - Ms. Laura Burns-Heffner, Interim Executive Director

· Laura reviewed the process for development of the plan to date (see attached) and introduced the Strategic Plan consultant, Marjorie Rosensweig, who facilitated the Strategic Plan Review.

4. Strategic Plan Review – Ms. Marjorie Rosensweig.

· Council members were asked to review the “Review of Accomplishments” section of the new strategic plan to propose additions, deletions, and/or corrections (no changes needed to be made).

· Council members were asked to review the Goals, Objectives, and Next Steps in the new strategic plan in order to discuss/reach a consensus on suggested changes and to generate/discuss/reach a consensus on any additional changes.

Changes made: 

· Goal 1 wording changes were recommended due to a lack of focus on prevention.

· Objective 2 under “next steps” additions were made relating to recommendations that were suggested in the year one update related to specific initiatives between DMVA and ADAA, and between DHR and DMVA. DHR will review and confirm changes.
· A new Objective 4 was added which relates to developing a youth substance abuse assessment survey process. This process and will assist in planning, tracking and evaluating the effectiveness of the MSPF initiative and other evidence-based prevention efforts.
· Dr. Sharfstein added that public health partnering should be included.
5. Ms. Renata Henry, Deputy Secretary for Behavioral Health Services, introduced Dr. 
Sharfstein, Secretary for DHMH and Chair, SDAAC. 

Dr. Sharfstein’s comments:

· Apologized for missing the last meeting but indicated he would attend as often as possible

· Reemphasized addiction as being a public health problem, measured by public health outcomes.
· Questioned how do we measure progress beyond the Smart System in relation to substance abuse? 
· Mentioned the 3 Maryland Universities that are participating in the Dartmouth Collaborative on Underage Drinking on campuses as an example of a public health approach. 

· Stated that the medical care systems monies need to be allocated more wisely; a new model should take place to implement this.

· Provided example of MHIP working with 20,000 of the sickest people, looking at how to partner public and behavioral health with this population.
· The floor was opened to discuss the concept of the public health approach or other concerns.

6. Additional Comments and Updates from Council members: 

· A suggestion was given to prepare a presentation at the next meeting on the impact on Health Reform in regards to substance abuse systems and financing.
· A concern was expressed that we will lose good data on individuals who will now be served in the PAC/MA system who previously would have been served with grant dollars. Concern about how the former grant dollars are being tracked by the MA system. Dr. Sharfstein stated he has requested that data.
· Consumer driven outcomes should be considered in the new strategic plan.

· Better behavioral health programs need to be incorporated for people who are being released from incarceration so that they can become functioning members of their communities. 

· Criminal Justice activities can be seen as a symptom of an addiction related public health problem.
· Health information Exchange should be inclusive of behavioral health but it has been excluded due to privacy concerns/issues.
· Would like to have access to data across all funding domains, not just specific to grant dollars. This would yield more meaningful oversight of outcomes.
· Behavioral health screening and early intervention (SBIRT) should be inclusive into primary care due to behavioral health being a substantial issue in MD.  Primary Healthcare workforce shouldn’t be separated from behavioral workforce development (these issues will be referred to the workforce development workgroup for consideration in the new strategic plan).
· ADAA, MHA and DJS have a new workgroup developed in order to look at programming needs for adolescents in the juvenile justice system.

· The question was raised of the two councils being combined with the merger of MHA - how will it take place and what are the plans?

· Pertinent comments from this meeting will be incorporated into the final draft of the new strategic plan and it will be placed on the state DHMH and DAAC web site for review on July 12th (the final plan must be approved by voting by July 20th).
7. ADAA Updates - Dr. Tom Cargiulo

· Dr. Cargiulo has been asked to do numerous interviews for the public news media regarding the dangers of bath salts.  He discussed their properties and how there has been a rise in the number of poison control calls, and one death related to their use.  These chemicals are under review currently for potential illegalization. More information related to Bath Salts is posted on the ADAA website.

· The Maryland Gambling Prevalence Survey is now posted on the ADAA website and available for review. It reveals that 90% of individuals surveyed have gambled, with equal amounts using slots, vs. lottery ticket purchases.  This survey was intended to collect baseline data, prior to opening of the new casino gambling sites.  Four regions in the state were surveyed. 
Announcement from Patrick McGee:
“I will be retiring on June 30, 2011 after over 38 years of service with the Maryland Division of Parole and Probation.  The Director of the Maryland Division of Parole and Probation is an ex officio member of the Maryland State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission and effective July 1, 2011 Acting Director Patricia Vale will assume that position for the Division. She can be reached at 410-585-3525 and at pvale@dpscs.state.md.us “

Future Meetings:  September 21, 2011- ADAA:  All meetings are held 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 pm
Laura Burns-Heffner, LCSW  •  Interim Executive Director  •  410 402-8611  •  410 402-8601
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