Maryland Addictions Directors Council

Workforce Development – Recruitment Subcommittee Meeting Minutes

March 22, 2010
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Gigi Franyo-Ehlers, Nancy Jenkins-Ryons, Tracey Myers-Preston, Cindy Shaw- Wilson, Pat Stabile, Ozietta Taylor and John Winslow

Welcome/Introductions

Ozietta Taylor shared an update on the last meeting.

Tracey and John shared a bit of background as to the committee’s genesis and relationship to overall MADC and Workforce Development goals.

Nancy Jenkins-Ryons being new to the group shared her background and an overview of her efforts in Pennsylvania. She further discussed Gaudenzia’s intentions to offer a program in Maryland and where they are currently in their discussions with potential partners.

The group reviewed the list of programs throughout the state and suggested that other programs may also offer substance abuse-related courses. It was determined that we would create a master list of substance abuse offerings throughout the state and the appropriate contact persons. We will circulate a questionnaire to all higher education partners and Tracey will compile the final master document.

The group discussed field placements and how that process worked. Ozietta shared that Coppin currently handles all placements through bSAS. Tracey asked if there was a need for placements in other parts of the state. The group agreed that it would be helpful to survey MADC members to learn of provider needs and work to bring together field placement opportunities and appropriate settings.

The group also discussed how we could utilize the MADC conference to bring together employers and possible job candidates. As such, we will set up a workforce table at the conference allowing candidates to share resumes and employers to share information on openings. We will also explore offering a student rate for attendance at the conference.

There was also discussion around creating a scholarship fund for students to assist with educational costs. Cindy shared that she was to offer a class on educational funding through OETAS in the fall. She will follow-up with them to make sure it is being offered. We will explore ways to further disseminate this information. Tracey will also create a link on the website to allow visitors to make a donation to a scholarship fund. Further, Tracey will keep this effort in mind as she meets with potential funders.

Cindy asked for group input with regard to the various certification levels. The group agreed that pursuing a more detailed level of trainee (ie: master trainee) would be helpful. Cindy will work to incorporate this into her work. Ozietta asked if there was a possibility of establishing an Educator’s Track. It was believed that this would be difficult, but that INCASE may provide a better forum to pursue such a track.

We will hold our next meeting by conference call. Tracey will set up a Doodle and send it to all members for their input and finalize the date that works for the greatest number of participants. We will be targeting the end of April.

