Colleagues,

THIS LETTER IS MEANT TO OPEN UP DIALOGUE REGARDING THE POSSIBLE ADMINISTERING OF THE MAS2010.

I am writing you to inquire about the level of interest in administering the Maryland Adolescent Survey (MAS) for 2010.  Some of the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Project Directors have expressed an interest in retaining the services of ICF Macro to administer the MAS2010, and do so in the next month, if possible.  Since MSDE is unable to finance this venture, in order to cover the costs of setting up and administering the survey, we would need a large number of counties to commit financially.  
Please indicate your interest in MAS2010:

___ Prefer May 2010 survey administration  


Superintendent’s office financial support:  __Likely    __Uncertain/it depends

___ Prefer Fall 2010 survey administration


Superintendent’s office financial support:  __Likely    __Uncertain/it depends
Note: Pricing would depend on the number of districts interested and, ultimately, willing to make a financial commitment. Pricing information would be available soon.

Please contact Walter Rives, ICF Macro (walter.n.rives@macrointernational.com or 301-572-0551) or Lorelee Farrell, Allegany County Public Schools (lorelee.farrell@acps.k12.md.us) with any questions.

Please respond no later than Friday April 23, 2010.  
The potential logistics for the administering of the survey are as follows:

1) The instruments would be identical to those used in the MAS2007. Data for each participating district would be provided to that district, along with a one-page summary table as included in the 2007 report.
2) The MAS2010 would be a web-based survey administered to all 6, 8, 10th and 12th graders in your districts during assigned computer lab periods your schools designate.  Schools would be responsible for all scheduling and administration. ICF Macro would provide the URL and student user IDs and passwords in the number needed to manage administration. User IDs would be for one time use; they would indicate the district, school, and grade level only and could not in any way be traced to students. 
3) In the interest of minimizing time for preparation and burden of administration, the MAS2010 would be administered as a census of the target student grades.  School administrators would only be required to view instructional materials, assign and manage computer lab time for the classes involved, and distribute one-time user IDs and passwords to students.

4) Data would be available with 60 days of completion of the survey for a district. 

5) Districts interested in additional customization or sampling rather than a census should contact ICF Macro.

