MARYLAND STATE DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE COUNCIL

MINUTES

May 10, 2007
In Attendance: Gray Barton (representing Judge Lipman), Laurie Davidson (GOCCP), Kevin McGuire (DHR), Richard Rosenblatt (DPSCS), David Treasure (DBM), Suzan Swanton (Executive Director).
I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order 2: p.m.

II. Approval of the Minutes

The minutes of the April 12, 2007 meeting were approved as written.
III. Old Business
A. Workgroup Reports
1. Fiscal and Policy Analysis Workgroup Report:  No report this month. 

2. Formula Workgroup Report:  The Formula Workgroup continues to meet monthly. Three workgroups have been formed to examine appropriate factors to include in the rurality and poverty variable, and to determine the variables to be included in the Prevention Formula. Decisions concerning the variables to be included in the formula are scheduled to be made by July 2007. 
B. Strategic Plan 

Discussion was held on two of the three major concern expressed by stakeholders in local councils and public forums convened all over the State.

1. Services for Prisoner Re-entry:  Several issues concerning the lack of and/or disorganization of  social services available to prison upon re-entry into the community.  It was felt that not only is their a lack of appropriate and timely substance abuse treatment resources, but, due to court mandates for placement in certain modalities, there is an imbalance in allocation of these resources.  Another improvement suggested was to develop a mechanism for determining prisoner eligibility for entitlement programs before they re-enter the community so they would have them as soon as they are needed.  It was emphasized that services in general (care, shelter, and public assistance) for these individuals are limited. There is a need to identify and address the barriers present to give them timely access to appropriate social services and resources.
2. Workforce development:  Proposed interventions to address the workforce crises and increase the workforce membership were discussed.  These include: working with the licensing/certification board to find some interim measures to bring more individuals more quickly into the workforce;  exploring the use of “paraprofessionals” (as they are doing in other states); identify typical pathways into the substance abuse services field; exploring the work of the Annapolis Coalition and “best practices” other states are using; and, adding knowledge, skills and attitudes for working with co-occurring disorders to the core competencies for substance abuse professionals to increase accessibility for patients (“no wrong door”). 
IV. New Business

None
V. Future Meetings
a. August 8, 2007
b. September 19, 2007
c. October 10, 2007
All of the above meetings will be held at the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration Office, OETAS Training Room on the grounds of Spring Grove State Hospital from 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
VI. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
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