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The MSPF Advisory Committee and its various Workgroups (State Epidemiology Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW), Cultural Competency and Evidence Based Practices, with support from the ADAA, have been meeting during the past months for MSPF updates on accomplishments and challenges.

The MSPF Advisory Committee met on March 30, 2011. Delegate Kirill Reznik resigned as Co-Chairperson of the MSPFAC and Lori Brewster, Health Officer for the Wicomico County Health Department and an appointee to the State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council, accepted the office of Co-Chairperson of the MSPF Advisory Committee.

The MSPF Program’s Strategic Plan has officially been accepted by SAMHSA and the remaining Year 2 funds will be available to the all 23 jurisdictions and Baltimore City upon approval of both their jurisdictional proposals and the local community’s strategic plans. Currently, the jurisdictions have submitted their plans (Plans were due April 15, 2011) and a team is currently reviewing each proposal. 
The SEOW met on March 16, 2011. A data update was presented to those in attendance that included the following:

· National Survey on Drug Use/Health (NSDUH) data

· Crash Data for Maryland

· Uniform Crime Report – MD State Police

· Maryland Youth Risk Behavior Survey – YRBS

· BRFSS 2008/2009 data on binge drinking and chronic smoking

· Alcohol/Drug Induced deaths

· Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions

The challenge that the MSPF is currently facing is due to the lost of the Maryland Adolescent Survey which MSPF depended on for county specific data regarding substance use among youth. ADAA is currently gathering information concerning the feasibility of expanding (sample size and questions) the Maryland Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) to capture key data.

The Cultural Competency and the Evidence-Based Program Workgroups received training from the Northeast Center for the Advancement of Prevention Technology (CAPT) regarding the role, expectations and deliverables of the workgroups. The training was designed to increase the membership’s understanding of how state-level workgroups in previous SPF cohorts have functioned to strengthen their statewide initiatives.  
The next Maryland Strategic Prevention Framework Advisory Committee meeting will be held at the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration (ADAA) on May 25, 2011 beginning at 2:30 p.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m.     
