The General Assembly inserted budget language in the Joint Chairmen’s Report-Operating Budget, 2006 Session that charged the Maryland State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council (MSDAAC) to, in consultation with the local drug and alcohol abuse councils, develop a formula for the allocation of all alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment funds distributed the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration (ADAA) to local jurisdiction. In developing the formula, the Council is to consider the need to “equitably fund prevention and treatment services in all jurisdictions” and to “hold jurisdictions harmless” from the impact of the developed formula.  It is the intent of the General Assembly that the formula be implemented to apply to all ADAA prevention and treatment funding distributed to local jurisdiction by fiscal 2010. 
The MSDAAC is to report to the budget committees of the General Assembly by February 1, 2007 on the development of a funding formula and an implementation time-line.  To accomplish this task the Council established a workgroup whose members come from the MSDAAC, the local drug and alcohol abuse councils, Office of Budget Analysis, Office of Policy Analysis, and other important stakeholders.  The Council has also hired the services of Carnevale Associates, LLC, a company experienced in the use of funding formulas in the funding of social services.
