CALVERT COUNTY DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE COUNCIL

STRATEGIC PLAN 
FY 2008-FY 2010

Vision:  A safe and drug free Calvert County

Mission:  To reduce the incidence and prevalence of alcohol and drug abuse and its consequences to affected individuals, their families and Calvert County

Date Driven Analysis of Jurisdictional Needs:
During the past two years several new partners have joined Calvert County’s efforts to combat substance abuse.  Newly elected and in office are one County Commissioner and a new State’s Attorney.  A new District Court Judge has been appointed as has a Master for Juvenile Causes.  Additionally, a new superintendent of schools is in office.  Despite the many new faces, the Calvert County Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council continued its strong efforts to achieve its stated mission.

Calvert County appears to be making strides in the area of adolescent substance abuse.  In 2006, the State’s Attorneys Office forwarded 55 drug and 13 alcohol cases (juvenile) to Circuit Court for prosecution.  Through July 2007, projections are for 41 drug and 13 alcohol cases to be forwarded this year.  This would represent a 22% decrease in formal juvenile drug charges.  The public schools reported 100 substance-related out of school suspensions in 2006-07 vs. 129 in 2005-06, a 22.5% decrease.  Arrests by the sheriff’s department for 2007 are projected to be equal or below the number in 2006.  A full continuum of treatment services is available to adolescents in the County.  Outpatient counseling (individual and group) is offered by Calvert Substance Abuse Services (CSAS).  ASAM treatment levels 0.5, I and II.1 are all readily available and easily accessed.  In-school substance abuse counseling is available at all middle schools and high schools throughout the County.  Although rarely utilized, funding for residential placement is available for adolescents.  The Calvert County Juvenile Drug Court continues to refine its operation and expects to have an average caseload of about 25 by June, 2008.  Once adolescents enter treatment, 89.2% have an average length of stay greater than 90 days.  Prevention efforts in the County have increased in both volume and number of participants.  Programs are based on best practices and are evidence based.
Likewise, Calvert County appears to be making progress in combating substance abuse among adults.  In 2006, there were 170 substance abuse cases (119 drug, 51 alcohol) brought before the Circuit Court.  At this time, the numbers for 2007 project to be about the same.  District Court cases numbered 532 in 2006 and will also likely be about the same in 2007.  Substance related arrests by the Sheriff’s Department totaled 512 in 2005, 513 in 2006 and project to 386 for 2007.  Alcohol continues to be the drug of choice with Calvert County adults and marijuana continues to be second.  Unlike the state-wide trend cocaine remains the third most popular drug of choice while opiates are fourth (rising slightly).  It would not be surprising to see heroin or other opiates use continue to rise as the Maryland percentage of heroin use is twice the national average.  

County adults in need of substance abuse treatment are quite fortunate.  Both the County and the southern region are quite rich in substance abuse treatment resources.  Calvert County has three outpatient treatment providers.  CSAS provides the bulk of outpatient treatment (1145 clients in FY04, 1067 in FY05 and 1159 in FY06) in the county.  CSAS provides ASAM treatment levels 0.5, I and II.1 at five sites throughout the County.  Private providers Living Waters and Courage to Change also offer outpatient counseling.  The Carol M. Porto Residential Treatment Facility is a Level III.1/III.3 facility is private but is available to county residents.  The Porto Center utilizes a unique 28-day work therapy treatment model.  Residential facilities at all levels are available to county residents.  Most are located in the Southern Region.  In FY06, 78 county residents received funding for residential stays.  In FY07, that number was 70 (1 adolescent).  Once an adult is in treatment, local results are encouraging.  61.3% of clients successfully completed treatment in FY07.  82.5% of clients remained in treatment for more than 90 days.  Prevention efforts are also made in the adult community.  Parenting programs were presented to approximately 70 adults last year.  In a series of joint effort, the Detention Center Substance Abuse Program, CSAS’ Prevention Program and the Calvert County Health Department made 101 presentations in the Calvert County Detention Center on a great variety of subjects.
Inmates/Detainees at the CCDC are afforded the opportunity for treatment during their periods of incarceration.  Both ASAM level I and level II.1 treatment is offered.  The II.1 program is a closed 60 day program for 20 inmates and is available 5 times per year.
