Anne Arundel County Maryland

Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council Local Plan

June 2006 Update

Vision:
A safe and drug free County

Mission:
To reduce the use of alcohol and other drugs and their damaging consequences in Anne Arundel County.

Goal 1
To develop and maintain a continuum of care that is accessible to individuals needing substance abuse treatment.


Objective1:
Increase funding available for treatment of substance abusers referred from the criminal justice system, hospitals and the community.

Completed Letter of Request for FY 2007 for a full continuum of care for the Opportunity for Treatment Fund (OTF), to contract with 19 outpatient and residential providers to provide substance abuse treatment services.

For FY 2007 Anne Arundel County appropriated an additional $ 200,000 for treatment services.

Anne Arundel County is awaiting final approval of the budget request for FY 2007 in which an additional $ 620,000 was requested.  Anne Arundel County anticipates that residential services will remain a significant priority for FY 2007.  The Anne Arundel County Department of Health identified and redirected resources in order to fund additional staff to ensure that residential treatment services would continue to be accessed by the community in these fee for service Contracts.

The elimination of the $1.2 million ADAA funding for the support of the residential services at Hope House is the single greatest failure to the continuum of care in Anne Arundel County. For individuals, and families treatment services will be seriously eroded because of this failure to fund.  Neither the identified vision or the mission, adopted by the Anne Arundel County Drug and Alcohol Council, can be realized without the cooperation/collaboration of the funding authorities.  

Goal 2
To provide the community with an organized infrastructure to support the continued improvement in effectiveness of services to substance abusers.


Objective 1:
Collaborate with the Department of Health to ensure that resources are directed to those priority areas for which there is a need to provide treatment services.


Additional funding requested from ADAA to provide resources to the following priority areas included: expansion of OTF criminal justice and non-criminal justice clients for residential services, Circuit Court and District Drug Treatment Court clients and resources to meet the need of additional clients.


Objective 2:
Collaborate with the mental health system in Anne Arundel County to develop a system that provides comprehensive services to residents with co-occurring disorders.


With the Frank Sullivan, LCSW-C, Director of the Mental Health Agency, Inc. as the chair person of the Co-Occurring Disorders Steering Committee a Consensus Document has been signed , training in the Comprehensive, Continuous, Integrated System of Care (CCISC) model is on going to include the use of the COMPASS as recently as June 30, 2006.  The next step of the Steering Committee will be to develop detailed action plan for review, approval and implementation.


Objective 3:
Collaborate with the detention center facilities to ensure that offenders with substance abuse problems are assisted in securing treatment once they re-enter society.


This is an ongoing priority for Anne Arundel County that is under continuous review.


Objective 4:
Collaborate with the private provider system to ensure that trained and qualified clinicians provide comprehensive treatment services.


Still in development.  Will collect data and review in six months.


Collaborate with the District Court and Circuit Courts to enhance and improve services.


There is excellent collaboration with the District and Circuit Courts in Anne Arundel County.  Additional resources have been requested from ADAA as well as the Drug Court Commission.  An effective process has been developed to complete assessments for criminal offenders ordered to be evaluated via the Health General 8-505 statute.

Goal 3:
To empower Anne Arundel County residents to live healthy lifestyles free of alcohol and other drugs.


Anne Arundel County Department of Health has completed its selection process for the FY 2007 Community Grants Program.  Only Strengthening Families Program and Second Step, Model Programs are approved for all community sites.  Four community programs will conduct the Strengthening Families Program and  5 community programs will conduct Second Step.


An evaluation of the Strengthening Families Program will be completed within the next six months.


Additional resources have been requested from ADAA to provide additional community sites for Strengthening Families.
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