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BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
CONTINUUM OF CARE PROGRAM

Policy for Verification of Disability 

The following are HUD’s requirements for documenting disability for Permanent Supportive Housing Programs that HUD administers, including the BHA CoC Program.  This policy is used in conjunction with the Verification of Disability Form that verifies disability information for each applicant.  Note that the standards below indicate that only one form of documentation is required.  Please refer to this web link for additional information if needed:  

https://www.onecpd.info/resource/1928/hearth-defining-homeless-final-rule/
· Written verification of disability form must be completed and submitted at the time of application.  The determination must be made by a medical doctor or psychiatrist.  A social worker, psychologist, case manager, mental health counselor, or substance abuse counselor does not qualify as a person eligible to make that determination.  However, a Master’s level, licensed social worker or psychologist may verify a diagnosis for the annual renewal of rental assistance.  “Self certifications” are not acceptable verifications of a person’s disability.

· If a family is applying for CoC, the adult member must have a serious mental illness or co-occurring alcohol or substance use disorder.  If there are two adult members residing in the same unit who meet the disability criteria, both applicants will be allowed a $400 disability allowance.  Therefore, an $800 disability allowance will be approved on the rent calculation worksheet.

· Written verification from the Social Security Administration; OR

· The receipt of a disability check such SSI, SSDI, Veterans Disability, etc.; OR

· Intake staff recorded observation of a disability within 45 days of the application for CoC rental assistance is confirmed and accompanied by evidence ; OR

· Other documentation approved by HUD.

Resource Links

HEARTH "Homeless" Definition Final Rule (PDF)
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