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-We have developed a proposal and Supplemental Grant to provide train certificate holders - particularly targeting high risk users- to provide Naloxone nasally in an overdose situation.  The first year will basically be our trial year to see how this works.  Where appropriate and not accessible, we have requested funds to purchase Naloxone.  We have found that the shelf life is about 2 years, if the vial is unopened.

-We are working to gather local data that is specific to our county, and more accurately provides us with information as to whether overdoses are from Opioids, other substances, or a combination of more than one drug.  

-We have asked our police agencies to assist us in trying to gather the data when they are involved, but also recognize that police may not be involved, and first responders may have more information to share with us.

-Recognizing that Ocean City is unique to the rest of the state with the resort/ out of state and temporary visitors, we are trying to work with Ocean City police to figure out if the overdose calls from the city are local or visitors, and also how we might target visitors, if we find it to be appropriate, in a different manner than local residents.  The approach and/or methods of communication may be quite different.  This may also indicate a more specific need to target our efforts in the summer season in a totally different way.  If we find that the overdoses are more numerous in the summer season, we may need to have a totally different method of targeting this response.

- It should be said that there are a wide variety of responses that we are hearing from the local community. 

- The Prevention Department has used their community events to educate teens and parents about the Opioid overdose situation in our county, in particular using our Youth Council and SADD events to assist in getting out the message.

-We have discovered that we had an increase in the number of clients requesting services with one of the three choices for substances now up from 22% in our county to 35%.  [As you know, we can choose up to 3 drugs to list in SMART].  This is continuing to increase in our county.

-We are working with Wicomico County to try to address these issues through medication assisted treatment, and hope to soon have a contract with them to provide the medical services for Buprenorphine.  Last I spoke with our counselor, we have 34 patients in Methadone maintenance that we are treating in our program, where we provide the counseling and Wicomico Co. is providing the mobile van.  

