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September 16, 2013

Name
Title

Company Name

Address

Address

Dear xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx:
As you may be aware, the increase of opiate use, misuse, dependence and abuse within the State of Maryland has drastically increased over the past five years.  With this increase, both the State of Maryland and Washington County have seen an increase in opiate overdoses and fatalities.  In January 2013, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) released the Maryland Opioid Overdose Prevention Plan, a statewide strategy for reducing overdose deaths related to pharmaceutical opioids and heroin. The Plan includes improving overdose-related data sharing and analysis, continuing expansion of access to substance use disorder treatment and recovery services, clinical education and training for healthcare providers, implementation of the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program and other initiatives. 
The DHMH has   directed local jurisdictions to create their own local overdose prevention plans.  Washington County’s Opioid Overdose Prevention Plan represents current and future efforts aimed at working collaboratively with State and local stakeholders to reduce overdose deaths.  Please review the attached plan for more detailed information.
In August of 2013, the Washington County Health Department was encouraged by the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration, to serve as the lead agency in the formation of, implementation of and evaluation of the Overdose Fatality Review Team (OFRT).  Please see the attached Washington County Overdose Fatality Review Team Charter for further clarification on expectations and responsibilities.  
The team will meet one time per month for approximately two hours.  A standing meeting schedule will be generated at the team’s first meeting.  Your contribution is important to the OFRT and we need your expertise.  Please select a representative from your agency and respond to this invitation no later than Friday, October 11, 2013 by contacting me at 240-313-3260 or via email at Earl.Stoner@maryland.gov.  
Your time and assistance are greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Earl Stoner, MPH

Health Officer
Washington County Health Department


1302 Pennsylvania Avenue • Hagerstown, MD 21742
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