Montgomery County Overdose Prevention Plan

Six Month Update 

1/1/14-6/30/14
During the second 6 months of FY 2014 we have continued to refine our original plan that was submitted to ADAA. During August, 2013 the local Washington Metropolitan media outlets have continued to make inquires about the extent of the uptick in heroin and other opioid abuse in Montgomery. The trend of overdose deaths has continued throughout the second 6 months of FY 2014.  We have continued to obtain data from our local agencies such as the Montgomery County Police Department, confirming that there were at least more than 30 opioid overdose deaths in  Montgomery County in 2013 that were directly heroin and/or other prescription abuse. I
Local collaborative efforts have included a collaborative presentation that included Health and Human Services, County Police, County Public Schools team members, and Many Voices for Smart Choices members before the combined HHS and Public Safety Committees of the Montgomery County Council on March 27, 2014. 
In March 2014, the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene awarded Montgomery County supplemental funding to support the implementation of the Maryland Overdose Response Program.  Specifically, this award designated our department as an authorized entity to conduct overdose response trainings and dispense Naloxone kits to individuals that demonstrated successful completion of the training.   

Three ORP trainings were organized in Montgomery County during the last quarter of the fiscal year (April to June).  There were a total of 53 training participants, including 11 officers from local law enforcement agencies and more than 10 treatment professionals who attended the trainings.  Fifty-two Naloxone Kits were dispensed following the trainings and to date there have been no requests for a refill.  

We have been working on curriculum development around training Naloxone administrators which will meet the state standards, including the necessary education modules. The planning committee has been working out a plan to maintain a supply of Naloxone to ensure that persons, who complete the required training can have access to the medication either by pharmacy or the county, directly.

In addition we have collaborated with our local Montgomery County Police Department and our current plan is to provide 60-80 training slots to our local law enforcement department in our FY 2015 application submission which will de due on July 11, 2014.

Our overdose prevention plan is an integral part of our overall prevention strategy. Our Prevention Manager has been working with the Collaboration Council, our Maryland Strategic Prevention Framework (MSPF) Partner, to incorporate elements of the Opiate abuse education as part of its prevention efforts. Ben Stevenson II has conducted the following: 

· Efforts continue with the MPD to address the remaining barriers to establishing drug drop-off boxes in the County

· Prevention Coordinator served on the MCPS Health Education Curriculum Advisory Committee to assist in updating the curriculum to reflect educational needs around substance abuse prevention directly reflecting trends in opiate use and abuse as well as other substance abuse issues.

· Additional public education and in-service trainings providing by MPD, MCPS and HHS Many Voices Smart Choices Coalition include: Parent education in a partnership with MCPS Parent Academy, educational forum at the Northwood High School Wellness Center, and educational forums at numerous other MCPS high schools.
· Planning to incorporate COPE-REMS is a continuing medical education offered through the University of Washington’s School of Medicine. This online interactive course is aimed at opioid prescribing providers—including physicians, registered nurses, ARNPs, physician assistants, psychologists—and other care managers who are involved in treating patients with chronic non-cancer pain.  

