Montgomery County Overdose Prevention Plan

Six Month Update 

7/1/13-12/31/13

During the first 6 months of FY 2014 we have continued to refine our original plan that was submitted to ADAA. During August, 2013 the local Washington Metropolitan media outlets began making inquires about he extent of the uptick in heroin and other opioid abuse in Montgomery. The trend of overdose deaths has continued throughout the first 6 months of FY 2014.  We continued to obtain data from our local agencies such as the Montgomery County Police Department, confirming that there were 16 deaths in 2013 that were directly heroin-related. 
Local collaborative efforts have included a fall forum with a multidisciplinary presentation on the use of all substances by high school aged children that was geared to parents of children of Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). The forum was held at Richard Montgomery High School in Rockville, MD as a joint effort among Montgomery County Public Schools, Montgomery County Police (MPD) and Behavioral Health. In addition our Prevention Manager partnered with local enforcement in conducting a forum for Montgomery College students and faculty around opiate abuse health risk and dangers as well as the process for entering treatment. 
Late in 2013 we decided to apply for the Overdose Response Program (ORP) that offers counties the opportunity to provide local Naloxone training programs. A planning committee which included County staff members and a member of our local advisory council had three separate meetings to develop plans for our initial proposal submission which was due January 10, 2014. Our plans are a work in progress at this time and we anticipate having a more comprehensive update during the second half of FY 2014.
We have bee n working on curriculum development around training Naloxone administrators which will meet the state standards, including the necessary education modules. The planning committee has been working out a plan to maintain a supply of Naloxone to ensure that persons, who complete the required training can have access to the medication either by pharmacy or the county, directly.

Our overdose prevention plan is an integral part of our overall prevention strategy. Our Prevention Manager has been working with the Collaboration Council, our Strategic Prevention Framework (SPIF) Partners, to incorporate elements of the Opiate abuse education as part of its prevention efforts. Ben has conducted the following 

· Efforts continue with the MPD to address the remaining barriers to establishing drug drop-off boxes in the County

· Prevention Coordinator served on the MCPS Health Education Curriculum Advisory Committee to assist in updating the curriculum to reflect educational needs around substance abuse prevention directly reflecting trends in opiate use and abuse as well as other substance abuse issues.

· Additional public education and in-service trainings providing by MPD, MCPS and HHS Many Voices Choices Coalition include: Parent education in a partnership with MCPS Parent Academy, educational forum at the Northwood High School Wellness Center, and educational forums at numerous other MCPS high schools.
