Federal Government Awards the State of Maryland 
$10.7 Million for Substance Abuse Prevention
The Maryland Strategic Prevention Framework-MSPF
The federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP) has awarded the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s (DHMH) Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration (ADAA) a grant in the amount of $2,135,724 per year for five (5) years, beginning on July 1, 2009 for the purpose of establishing the Maryland Strategic Prevention Framework (MSPF) Program.  Approximately 287,000 Marylanders aged 12 or older report past month use of illicit drugs and 2.5 million report past month use of alcohol, yet only 211,000 individuals are reached by prevention services.  MSPF funds will be used to implement a cross-system statewide strategic prevention planning and services system.  
MSPF will operate through a partnership consisting of the Governor’s Office, the Maryland State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council, the ADAA, the Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR), and the twenty-four (24) Local Drug and Alcohol Abuse Councils (LDAACs).  Through these partnerships, Maryland has instituted a conceptual “roadmap” for developing and implementing its statewide strategic plan for successful prevention outcomes, expanding capacity for culturally competent prevention services, and sustaining this new SPF process for years to come through integration with block grant and other resources.
The ADAA will be the lead agency for receipt and administration of the proposed SPF funds.   Maryland has implemented the State Epidemiological Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW) to build a foundation for effective prevention strategies.  CESAR coordinates SEOW’s management and analysis of extensive data sets to define the scope and severity of substance consumption patterns and related consequences.
To adhere to funding guidelines, the ADAA must develop a statewide comprehensive Strategic Prevention Framework plan before MSPF funded prevention services can begin.  This initiative will infuse 85-98% of the MSPF funding into competitively-bid community-based prevention services over the next five years.  Community-level organizations will be required to target need and fill gaps by utilizing epidemiological data to plan, implement and sustain evidence-based prevention services, through coordination with the State and local drug and alcohol abuse councils (DAAC and LDAACs).  
The Maryland DAAC was established in July 2008 by Executive Order of the Governor to plan and govern the delivery and funding of prevention, intervention, and treatment services.  The Maryland Prevention of Underage Drinking Committee of the DAAC will serve as the SPF Advisory Council.  Existing State law requires each jurisdiction to have a local council (LDAAC) that uses data to identify priorities and develop strategies at the community level.  The State’s local prevention coordinator system will improve communication between state and local agencies and meet the training and technical assistance needs of jurisdictions and communities.
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The overarching goals of the project are to:

1. Prevent the onset and reduce the progression of substance use disorders, including childhood and underage drinking; 
2. Reduce substance related problems; 

3. Build prevention capacity and infrastructure at the state, local and community levels.  

To accomplish these goals and achieve reductions in substance related problems, consumption patterns, and risk factors, MSPF will initiate the five steps of the SPF planning process at the State- and community-level; implement evidence-based and culturally competent prevention programs, policies and practices; evaluate results; and communicate them to policymakers and the public.  

For additional information, contact:

Eugenia W. Conolly, M.Ed., CPP
Director, Community Services Division
Maryland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration
Office:  (410) 402-8600
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