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Priority:  Reduce the number of youth, ages 12-20, reporting past month alcohol use.
Intervening Variable: Social Availability
Social Availability of alcohol to minors was chosen as an Intervening variable after Teen Focus Group findings and direct discussions with high school students revealed that teens were most likely to receive alcohol at home from parents, their friend’s parents and other known adults.  According to 2011 PRIDE Survey data, 35.4% of all students surveyed believe alcohol is fairly easy or easy to get and 56.9% of parents surveyed believe it is fairly easy or very easy for youth to get alcohol.  Of students who have used alcohol, the primary locations where they tend to use the alcohol are at their own home or a friend’s home (2011 PRIDE Survey). Local Law Enforcement also provided testimony to the Community Alcohol Coalition that house parties in St. Mary’s County are a frequent and concerning issue, where youth and young adults (both high school and college) hold parties with high quantities of alcohol consumption.
Contributing Factor: Parental and Other Adult Provisions
Parents and adult provisions of alcohol to minors were revealed as a contributing factor to social availability of alcohol to minors in St. Mary’s County, where trends in provision by parents and other adults was a frequently occurring issue during private parties.  Teens reported drinking alcohol at another teen’s home and outdoor venues such as beaches and wooded areas and most concerning is that teens reported a high occurrence of parents allowing alcohol use in the home in exchange for youth not driving while intoxicated.
Intervening Variable: Retail Availability
The St. Mary’s Alcohol and Beverage Board (ABB) has records for 169 establishments holding liquor licenses, as of February 2011 in St. Mary’s County.  Testimony by local Law Enforcement revealed failures with regulations in Retail Availability which contribute to accessibility of alcohol to minors.  The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office reported seven establishments receiving citations for sale of alcohol to minors.  The local Alcohol Enforcement Officer expressed concerns that even though the number may seem low, that in actuality the rural nature of the community allows for wide-spread knowledge by teens on where to purchase alcohol.  
Contributing Factors: Compliance and Regulation, ID Issues and Employees
Compliance and regulations were found to be a contributing factor of retail availability of alcohol to minors, where there is a lack of standard consequences for establishment owners, which lends to low-perceived risk of consequences, thus leading to increased alcohol sales to minors. 
Untrained establishment clerks/employees were also found to be a contributing factor of accessibility of alcohol to minors. Employees were expressed by Law Enforcement as a problem in the retail availability of alcohol to minors, where several stores have foreign owners, with store clerks that do not speak English as their first language and that many more are young and unconcerned with compliance and regulations.  
Law Enforcement states low compliance with trainings on ID requirements is also a contributing factor of alcohol accessibility to minors.  It was found that there is training for bar owners on proper ID carding techniques; however attendance is not mandated until the bar has received a citation, and even then the ABB may decide not to mandate.  Very few establishments take advantage of this training opportunity and only the liquor license holders are required to take the training to have their license approved. 
Priority: Reduce the number of young person, ages 18-25, reporting past month binge drinking.
Intervening Variable: Community and Social Norms
According to the College of Southern Maryland CORE Survey (2010), 63.9% (male) and 55.2% (female) of respondents saw drinking as central in their social life.  Important is that 17% of staff/faculty felt that drinking was central to their social life, where many times staff/faculty engage in drinking at local establishments along with students.  This behavior has been seen at the local pub, near to St. Mary’s College of Maryland and the ABB has recently issued a liquor license for a new bar to be opened later this year directly on the St. Mary’s College campus. 
Contributing Factor: Young Adult Perception that Binge Drinking is a Social Norm
The Community Alcohol Coalition does believe that the local college on-campus pub will be responsible in meeting local compliance measures and regulations, however this new establish will be a contributing factor to students belief that alcohol use is a community/social norm and that minors may be inspired by seeing their peers (21 and over) engaging in alcohol consumption.  This is also the type of behavior that creates a “Rite of Passage” norm, where minor students look forward to turning 21 so they can attend local popular establishments. A recent Enterprise article provided testimony of St. Mary’s College students, stating that they look forward to their senior year where they will be old enough to attend the well-known “Tiki Bar” opening in which highly alcoholic beverages are consumed and high rates of public displays of drunkenness are reported. This event, even though in neighboring Calvert County, is well attended by St. Mary’s County residents. Local Law Enforcement provided testimony that binge drinking and public displays of drunkenness were frequently observed at St. Mary’s College of Maryland and that the community could benefit from public education on the physical hazards of binge drinking. 

Intervening Variable: Low Perceived Risk
Survey data and direct discussions with the age groups at hand revealed Low Perceived Risks for health consequences within college and high school students alike.  According to the 2012 County Health Ranking report, 21% of St. Mary’s County adults binge and/or heavy drinking in comparison to the state rate of 17% and national rate of 14%. A concerning find was revealed during Focus Groups and High School Student Interviews where most participants expressed little regard to the consequences of alcohol use and during teen engagement at all three high schools, few participants could express what constitutes binge drinking and many found the subject humorous. 
Contributing Factor:  Low Perceived Risk of Physical Harm
Contributing factors to the low perceived risk is that young adults are uneducated on the health hazards of excessive drinking and most teens do not have a realistic perception as to the health consequences of binge drinking.  Many teens and young adults interviewed failed to understand the links between binge drinking and physical violence, rape and bodily injury.


