ATTORNEY COMPETENT TO PROCEED QUESTIONNAIRE
To:   


       Office:  _____________     Fax: ____________         Email: 


______
                (respondent’s attorney)                          
State’s Attorney Name:__________________  Office:__________ Fax:__________ Email:__________________
From:  Juvenile Pretrial Services, DHMH Office of Forensic Services
	  Client Name
	 
	Case #
	


	  DOB
	
	 SEX
	
	 RACE
	


Legal Guardian’s name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
	  Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________

	  Phone No:________________________________________________________________________________________

	  Child’s Current Location:____________________________________________________________________________


Your client has been referred to DHMH for evaluation of his/her competency to proceed.  Please complete the following form, as it will provide valuable information to our staff responsible for providing a report to the Court.  In order to expedite the evaluation, please return this form via fax or e-mail, TODAY.  Please contact our office with any questions or concerns.  

Telephone:  410-724-3173 
                  Fax:  410-724-3179
               E-mail:  Dionna.Witherspoon@maryland.gov
What historical factors, if any, contributed to the perceived need for a competency evaluation?

	
	Check all that apply:
	
	Describe factors checked

	
	 
	
	

	
	Hx. of  Intellectual Disability (MR)
	
	

	
	Hx. of psychiatric medication
	
	

	
	Hx. of  psychiatric hospitalization
	
	

	
	Hx. of  counseling/therapy
	
	

	
	Hx. of mental illness
	
	

	
	Hx. of  learning problems
	
	

	
	Client’s young age
	
	

	
	Other (e.g. alcohol/substance abuse)
	
	


One aspect of competency is the client’s understanding of the charges and possible dispositions associated with them.  To help the evaluator assess these areas, please describe:

	Charges pending against your client:
	


The nature of possible dispositions given the current charges and past record (if any)

	

	


Please describe any collateral consequences or added stressors that should be considered when interacting with your client (e.g. involvement of social services, ongoing family concerns)________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
















LEGAL/AGENCY REPS.  & COMMUNITY PROVIDERS:

	NAME
	AGENCY
	ADDRESS 
	TELEPHONE

	
	DSS Worker
	
	

	
	DJJ worker
	
	

	
	Community Provider
	
	


Another aspect of competency is your client’s ability to assist counsel and to manage the attorney-client relationship in a way that does not detract from the opportunity to develop a defense.  Below, please indicate any factors that you have seen that detract from these objectives; please provide a description:

	
	Check all that apply:
	
	Describe factors checked

	
	
	
	

	
	Easily confused
	
	

	
	Detached or indifferent
	
	

	
	Hostile, aggressive, defiant
	
	

	
	Inattentive and/or distracted
	
	

	
	Immature, childlike
	
	

	
	Difficulty communicating
	
	

	
	Difficulty Understanding
	
	

	
	Difficulty retaining information
	
	

	
	Disorganized speech
	
	

	
	Peculiar statements or beliefs
	
	

	
	Visual/auditory hallucinations
	
	

	
	Very bizarre behavior
	
	

	
	Other
	
	

	
	I have observed nothing that would distract from attorney-client relationship.


Competency is, in part, a comparison of your client’s abilities to the demands of his/her own legal situation.  Please describe the likelihood of the following demands that may occur in this case.  Please circle one response for each query.

	
	Is likely to have to make a decision about a plea bargain
	
	No
	
	Unlikely
	
	Don’t Know
	
	Likely
	
	Definitely

	
	Evidence against client is unclear and the defense largely depends on client’s ability to provide information.
	
	No
	
	Unlikely
	
	Don’t Know
	
	Likely
	
	Definitely

	
	Case will involve many adverse witnesses.
	
	No
	
	Unlikely
	
	Don’t Know
	
	Likely
	
	 Definitely

	
	Client will need to testify in the proceedings.
	
	No
	
	Unlikely
	
	Don’t Know
	
	Likely
	
	Definitely

	
	The pre-adjudication process will be lengthy.
	
	No
	
	Unlikely
	
	Don’t Know
	
	Likely
	
	Definitely

	
	The adjudication will be complex.
	
	No
	
	Unlikely
	
	Don’t Know
	
	Likely
	
	Definitely


	(Signature)
	
	(Date)
	


Attorney Competent To Proceed Questionnaire 
