FAQs on Accreditation

Q1.  Will the deadline for accreditation be postponed from Dec 1, 2016 to Feb/Mar 2017?  (BHA has announced this?)

​  
A1Providers required to be accredited must submit their application for a new license by 12/1/16.  This application must include verification of accreditation.​  A new license will be sent to them by March 1, 2017. Note:  these are the "earliest" dates; the final date will depend on when the regulations are actually promulgated. 
Q2.  If provider is seeking accreditation with CARF, does the section on "Governance" need to be included in the accreditation?

A2The Governance section of the CARF manual applies if the agency has a governing body. Any given agency should verify with CARF directly if that will apply to them.

Q3.  Which CARF program accreditation will be accepted for TBS programs?

A3While it is commendable that this provider seems to be pursuing accreditation for all the services it renders, TBS is not one of the services covered in the integrated BH regulations project. Consequently, BHA did not ask CARF to do a crosswalk for those services. We would defer to CARF on this issue.
Q4.  Is accreditation required for IOP even if staffed entirely by clinicians licensed to practice independently?  (Provider said this is Medicaid rule).

​  
A4.The proposed BHA regs do not require accreditation of an IOP if fully staffed by licensed professionals.  However, reimbursement entities (MA, private insurance) set their own requirements, which could be more strenuous than what's required by BHA regulation.​

Q5. Detox:  IOP program is OHCQ-certified for detox but draft regs do not indicate that detox has to be accredited.  How will this agency get license from OHCQ for detox?  Do they need to get detox accreditation?

Q. In the draft regulations,  .06 Program Descriptions and Criteria for Accreditation-Based Licenses Not Requiring Pre-License Inspection - detox is not listed. Under E. Programs listed in D of this regulation may provide the following services if the program's license specifically authorizes the treatment service: (1) A withdrawal management services... - this connects detox to license but I don't see where it is connected to accreditation. Can you provide the section that spells out detox programs must be accredited?

A. Detox (withdrawal management) is not listed in .06 because it is not a program, but a service within a program. The only programs that can offer withdrawal management are programs that must have accreditation to become licensed (see list in D) - this is not explicitly stated in D, but the list only includes programs that are described under accreditation-based licenses. It is a service that is provided by an accredited program, and must itself be surveyed during the accreditation visit.

