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To:     Opioid Treatment Programs:

This letter is written to ensure that the Medical Directors and other staff of Opioid Treatment Programs (OTP) are checking the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) when interacting with those enrolled in an OTP.  The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) expects that Medical Directors, nurses, social workers, counselors and other staff of State-certified Opioid Treatment Programs make querying the PDMP a routine part of patient care. Access to PDMP data is made available at no-cost to practitioners through the Chesapeake Regional Information System for our Patients (CRISP) health information exchange (HIE). To register, visit CRISP’s website at www.crisphealth.org. 

Prescription drug misuse and addiction is a serious public health problem in Maryland and across the country. The epidemic misuse of pharmaceutical opioids, specifically, has greatly increased the prevalence of opioid use disorders in our communities and fueled rising rates of heroin use throughout the State. One major consequence has been a significant increase in heroin-related overdose deaths, which rose 78% between 2010 and 2013. Simultaneous use of other prescribed opioids or benzodiazepines presents a particular overdose risk for those receiving medication-assisted treatment with methadone or buprenorphine. It is now clear that more effectively identifying and intervening with prescription drug misuse is imperative if we are to reverse this trend.

To assist healthcare providers with meeting this challenge, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH), Behavioral Health Administration (BHA) has implemented the PDMP. The PDMP electronically collects and securely stores data on prescription drugs that contain controlled dangerous substances (CDS) and are dispensed to patients in Maryland by pharmacies and other providers. This includes pharmaceutical opioids like oxycodone, hydrocodone and methadone prescribed outside of OTPs; benzodiazepines like alprazolam (Xanax) and diazepam (Valium); and stimulants like methylphenidate (Ritalin). 

Healthcare practitioners can register for online access to their patients’ complete Maryland CDS prescription profile through the CRISP HIE Query Portal. Access to PDMP data improves providers’ ability to identify aberrant drug use behaviors like receiving CDS prescriptions from multiple providers, dangerous drug combinations, overlapping prescriptions, early refills, excessive doses or other potential indicators of prescription drug misuse, addiction or diversion.


As the State-designated health information exchange, CRISP connects all 46 acute care hospitals in Maryland. The Query Portal also allows health professionals to access an array of other patient medical information, including hospital encounter records, labs and radiology reports, clinical documents and others. Practitioners may register to access only PDMP data or may register for access to the entire CRISP Query Portal.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Note that access to non-PDMP data through CRISP may require additional registration and credentialing steps. ] 

For more information about the PDMP, visit the BHA PDMP webpage at http://adaa.dhmh.maryland.gov/PDMP. 

________________________________
1 Note that access to non-PDMP data through CRISP may require additional registration and credentialing steps.



							
Lisa Hadley, MD, JD
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Deputy Director for Clinical Services
State Opioid Treatment Authority (SOTA)
Behavioral Health Administration




Toll Free 1-877-4MD-DHMH • TTY for Disabled - Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258
Web Site: www.dhmh.maryland.gov

image2.png
A fu g 10




image1.png




